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From the Pastor’s Desk… 
 
 
  Neil and I were sitting in a restaurant last night when a song from our 
youth started to play.  We began discussing who had recorded the song and what it 
was about.  I maintained that it was about one thing and Neil was just as adamant it 
was about something else.  It had nothing to do with being unable to comprehend 
the lyrics, they were perfectly understandable.  What it had to do with was what the 
lyrics meant.  Well, I decided to look the song up and do a little research so I would 
have a better idea of what the song actually referred to. 
 The song was entitled A Horse with No Name and it was written by Dewy 
Burnell in 1971.  It was recorded by his band America.  Some of you might 
remember it.  Viet Nam protests were rampant at that time and drug use was 
common and there was a lot of bad press about the song when it came out.  Because 
horse was also a street name for heroin, some disc jockeys refused to even release 
it.  Because of the paranoia of the time the assumption was that any song released 
by any young person either had to be about drugs or against the war.  Well, it turns 
out neither was true.  The song was about journeys Dewy and his brother had made 
into the high desert when his father was stationed at Vandenberg Air Force Base, 
flat and simple. 
 All this has caused me to think.  How often do we jump to conclusions 
about something without knowing the facts?  How often do we assume the worst 
when the truth is very different?  I know I do this sometimes.  I catch myself 
making assumptions about people or situations when I don’t really know the facts 
and don’t make the time or the effort to find out.  It is so easy to fall into this trap. 
 Jesus was very careful to find out the truth.  He did not assume anything.  
When people would come to him, he would often ask “What do you want?”  Then 
he would listen to their stories.  He would try to discover the truth instead of taking 
things at face value.  He knew that things were not always as they appeared.  The 
truth was that Mary was not really lazy; she was hungry for what he had to give.  
The man by the pool of Siloam was not really sinful, he was simply sick.  Wealthy 
people were not better than the beggars.  Pharisees did not have a corner on the 
truth. 
 God can speak to us and challenge us in so many ways—even through A 
Horse with No Name. 
 
Blessed to be your pastor— 
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Our History  
It was 100 years ago that the Northwest Texas Conference of 
the then Methodist Episcopal Church had hit its peak follow-
ing the nation’s westward expansion.  The conference area 
had grown large enough to split into two conference areas — 
the continuing Northwest Texas Conference and the newly 
created Central Texas Conference.  There is much to cele-
brate over our century in ministry. And that’s the plan for the 
Centennial Celebration Saturday, Oct. 23, at Will Rogers Me-
morial Complex in Fort Worth.  Everyone is invited! And 
local churches are encouraged to plan a display to share their 
own histories. The big news is the headline entertainment — 
Willie Nelson and his sister Bobbie. They were raised by 
their grandparents in Abbott, Texas, and called the old Abbott 
Methodist Church their home church. Many a time at that old 
church, Willie played the guitar and Bobbie played the piano 
as they sang familiar hymns and country songs.  They met 
Bud Fletcher, a fiddler, and joined his band while Willie was 
in high school. Willie also sang in honky tonk bars and 
worked as a radio disc jockey for KHBR in Hillsboro and 
later with KBOP in Pleasanton. As they say, the rest is his-
tory. Willie went on to become one of the nation’s most en-
during country and western entertainers. He reached his 
greatest fame during the “outlaw country movement” of the 
1970s, though he had already become famous as a songwriter 
in the 60s.  Now in his 70s, Nelson continues to tour around 
the world and has performed in concerts and fundraisers with 

other major musicians in support of such interests as Farm 
Aid.  The old Abbott church, which at one time numbered 
over 600 in membership, holds good memories for Nelson, 
so it wasn’t’ surprising that when it was to be sold in July 6, 
2006 he made the purchase. Since then, those pews have 
heard a lot of fiddling and good singing. Today, he uses his 
old church home for worship services on the first and third 
Sundays of each month. There are guest preachers and musi-
cians — many of them good friends of Willie and his family. 
 Centennial Day Activities 
The Centennial Celebration begins early on Saturday, Oct. 23 
— at 8:30 a.m. — with fun activities for the whole family 
both indoors and in the parking lot. There will be activities 
for the kids, praise and rock bands, an orchestra, dancers, 
wandering clowns, historic vignettes, strolling musicians, 
and a number of surprises.  Guests are welcome, even en-
couraged, to come in “period dress.” The more formalized 
program begins at 10 a.m. Following a seated lunch, Bishop 
Mike Lowry will have a few words of welcome and Willie 
and Bobbie will entertain.  “This will be a fun day,” states 
Rev. Henry Radde who is chairing the centennial celebration. 
“It will not be filled with speeches and sermons. However, 
we will hear from Bishop Lowry (he loves a party!) and there 
will be an offering,” he said, noting that half will go to the 
Willie Nelson Scholarship Fund. Nelson, who generally re-
ceives a handsome performance fee, requests that he prefers 
to be compensated with this contribution to scholarships. 



 

 

Calendar of Events 
 
Weekly recurring:  
 
Sunday School: Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Worship: Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
Youth: Sunday 5:00 p.m. Snack Supper. 
Quilting: Monday, Wednesday 10:00 a.m. 
Exercise: Tuesday, Friday, 9:00 a.m.-10:00a.m. 
Wed. Meal: Wednesday 6:00 p.m. 
             (Currently on Summer Break) 
Choir Practice: Wednesday Evening 6:30 p.m. 
  (Currently on Summer Break) 
Children’s Adventure: Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 
  (Currently on Summer Break) 

Worship Leaders 
 
The Worship Leaders for August are: 

 
August 1 Kyle Goretska 
August 8 Shari Mutulo 
August 15 Betty Campbell 
August 22 Karen Lawton 
August 29 Florence Phillips 
 

The Worship Leaders for September are: 
 

September 5 David Lundeen 
September 12 Vince Mutulo 
September 19 Open 
September 26 Open 
 
If you would like to be a worship leader please 

contact Chris Buse.  Thank you! to those of you that 
have volunteered to be Worship Leader. 

ATTENDANCE 
July 4 89 
July 11 80 
July 18 82 
July 25 79 

Monthly:  
 
August 3-9th UMW Glen Lake.  
  School of Christian Mission 
August 13th Back to School Prayer Vigil,  
  7:00 am to 7:00 p.m. 
August 17th Finance Meeting, 6:30  
 Church Council, 7:00 
August 18th Angel Food order Due. 
 Back to School Party, hosted by UMW, 
  6:00 p.m. 
August 21st Children’s Adventure Saturday. 
August 23rd 1st Day of School. 
 Group leaves for Kazakhstan  
August 28th Angel Food pick up day, 9:30 a.m. 
 
September 1st Choir resumes practice. 
September 2nd Trustees Meeting, 7:00 p.m.  
September 6th Labor Day, office closed. 
September 15th Golden Teens Luncheon, 11:30a.m. 
September 18th UMW District Fall Meeting.  
   FUMC/Hillsboro. 
 Children’s Adventure Saturday. 
September 20th UMW. 
September 21st Finance Meeting. 

Welcome Guests! 
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome our 

guests this month.  They are: 
 
Rev. Mary Ellen Lanoue 
Steve & Claudette Ratliff 
Wanda Tynes 

Thank You! 
 

A special thank you to the worship leaders and 
scripture readers for July: Gerald Reed, Ruth 
Shugart, Shannon Goretska and Scott Green.  
Thank you so much! �

Thank You! 
 

A special thank you to Irene Bennett for your 
continued donations to Waxahachie Care.  Thank 
you Irene!!!�

Golden Teens 
 

Golden Teens will take a vacation 
in August.  There will be no Golden 
Teens Luncheon in August.  Please 
join us on the third Wednesday of  
September.  

 

To the Nurture and Care Team, 
 
We would like to share with you how much we 

appreciated the beautiful flowers that were placed 
in the Sanctuary for our 58th Wedding Anniversary 
on June 20th.  The Nurture and Care Team does so 
much for the people of this church and the commu-
nity.  They send out cards for special occasions that 
touch the hearts of so many people.  We are so very 
blessed to have a Nurture and Care Team at Ferris 
Heights, that is so wonderful!!!  Thank you again 
for the flowers. 
Jo and Kenneth Johnson 

August 
 
Marilyn Cole 8/01 
Annie Johnson 8/01 
Rachel Stewart 8/03 
Jan Baldwin 8/04 
Jadon Hill 8/04 
Jerry Pierce 8/07 
Marva Reed 8/07 
Brent Baker 8/10 
Kyle Goretska 8/10 
Ann Waller 8/10 
Billy Roberts 8/12 
Phyllis Ford 8/15 
Karen Lawton 8/20 
Morgan Maynard 8/21 
Richard Moir 8/21 
Amelia Snow 8/26 
Mary Stoffregen 8/26 
Tucker Shugart 8/27 
Mable Groschke 8/29 
Gerald Reed 8/30 
Ruth Wooley 8/30 
Robert Aday 8/31 

September 
Zackery Colvin 9/02 
Steven Shugart 9/03 
Meg Varner 9/03 
Michael Quigley 9/04 
Sandra Bishop 9/06 
Kelly Hall 9/06 
Emily Spence 9/06 
Greg Bishop 9/07 
Teri Fox 9/07 
Keith Hollabaugh 9/07 
Tyler Brock 9/08 
Jason Loftis 9/09 
Randy Spence 9/09 
Kristi Johnson 9/10 
Ethan Varner 9/10 
Kimberly Vantreese 9/12 
Jacob Tidwell 9/16 
Anita Wheeler 9/17 
Phillip Quigley 9/18 
Cindy Smith 9/18 
Gabe Thibodeaux 9/19 
Emma Shugart 9/21 
Frances Brannon 9/22 
Ida Duncan 9/22 
Roxie Pinkerton 9/22 
Jared Hill 9/23 
Robert Quigley 9/23 
Jack David Hale 9/24 
Tommy Hollabaugh 9/24 
Dennis Taylor 9/25 
Kathy Helms 9/26 
Ryan Roberts 9/26 
Flo Phillips 9/27 
Shannon Childs 9/28 
Cheryl Lundeen 9/28 
Doyle Varner 9/30 

To Ferris Heights Members 
 

I would like to say a great big THANK YOU to 
everyone for all the cards, calls and prayers.  Ferris 
Heights has been so good to me. 
Love, 
Leone Reese 

Thank you! 
 

Thank you to Michael & Robert Quigley for 
loading the soda machine.   

Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you very much for all of the little gifts that 
you have given me this past semester.  I really ap-
preciate all of your support! 

I will start classes again in the fall for my senior 
year! 
Thanks again, 
Jennifer Fox 

Vacation 
 

Rev. Baldwin and Neil will be on vacation August 
9th thru 16th.  She will be traveling to Iowa for her 
Aunt Zela’s 100th Birthday celebration.  We wish 
them a safe trip and Happy Birthday Aunt Zela! 

Pastor’s Picks 
 
If you are searching for something to read, I 

would suggest you might order or borrow a copy of 
Five Practices of Fruitful Living by Bishop Robert 
Schnase.  Those of us who attended annual confer-
ence this year received a copy.  It is a wonderful 
book to read devotionally, full of applicable illustra-
tions, many from Robert’s own life.  I have used 
this book as a devotional guide the last couple of 
months, and I could not help but recommend it to 
you. 

 
Another book you might be interested in is 

When Christians get it Wrong by Adam Hamilton.  
Adam talks about refocusing our efforts on living 
the faith in our daily lives, sharing the love of God 
with others who are hungry for a word of truth.  
This is an easy to read but chock full of great stuff 
book. 



 

 

Waxahachie CARE 
 

Good news!      The church has collected over  
100 lbs for Waxahachie Care.  For August they 
would like to collect cans of meat and beans.  Thank 
you so much for your contributions to Waxahachie 
Care. 

Wednesday July 28, 2010 Wednesday July 28,  2010 

Tap Into the Conference  
Centennial Celebration  
 Oct. 23 
 

Event tickets for the Oct 23 Centen-
nial Celebration at Will Rogers Memo-
rial Center in Ft. Wroth will cover the entire day’s ac-
tivities, including Riscky’s Barbecue Lunch for the 
adults and a hotdog for the children (7 and Under).  
Check out the back of this newsletter for more informa-
tion. (were the label is). 

Missing Addresses 
 
The following members have missing addresses in the   

directory.  If you know someone’s address please let  Angie 
in the church office know, so that she can correct the ad-
dress.  Thank you. 
 
Lezlie Brant 
Carli Clark Hendrickson 
Tammy Clark Thompson 
Patricia Clements 
Corey Crane 
Amanda (Rose)  
     & Christopher Diaz 
David and Diane Gourd 
Brian and Stacey Hall 
Scott Hall 
Mandy Hargrave 
Patty & Haley Hauglum 
Dennis Hickman 
Jeannie Hickman 
Jason Howard 
Morris Jenkins 
Sharon Johnson 
Mike Junkin 
Paul Knox 
Jason Loftis 
Suzanne Nester 

Welcome New Members! 
 
We would like to extend a warm welcome our 

newest members.  We are so glad to have you here 
at Ferris Heights!  They are: 

 
Tommy and Nancy Cannaday 
Doug & Angie Merrell and their Children,     

 Jordan  Lynch, Devin and Maccoy Merrell 

Lyta Norman 
Jennifer Pharo 
Gena Pitts 
Kaydee Recktenwald 
Mary Reynolds 
Glen & Tommie Richardson 
John Rutherford 
Jeff Seals 
Cindy Shaw 
Brian Smith 
Glenda Smith 
Larry & Vicki Sodek 
Dana Sunguard 
Tommy & Erica Taylor 
Heath & Kristina Tidwell 
Louise Turrigiano 
Shane & Curtis Upchurch 
Jason Valley 
Charles Wade 
Marc & Nancy Wendeborn 
Kenneth Williams 

Congratulations Sally Baker 
Sally was recently installed as a First Vice 

President for the Baylor Medical Center at 

Operation First Day of School 
� � ��������	�
���

�
Operation First Day of School is an event that 

provides school supplies, clothes, free hair cuts, 
free immunizations, and free dental services to 
students in the Waxahachie Independent School 
District who need assistance.  I am co-chairman of 
the event this year which will be held August 10, 
2020 at Turner Gymnasium.  I am asking our 
church to help by donating new or gently used 
clothing and school supplies.  Items you wish to 
donate should be taken to the WISD 
Administration building at 411 Gibson Street 
Monday thru Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. now thru August 3rd.  For more information 
contact Nicole Mansell, Director of Public 
Relations for WISD at 972-923-4631 or 
nmansell@wisd.org  or you may call me, Justin 
Fox, at 972-937-4254. 

Thank you, 
Justin Fox 

Back to School Celebration 
 Hosted by UMW 
 

You are invited to a Back to School Celebration 
on Wednesday, August 18th, 6:00 p.m. 

The UMW will be the host and will serve hot 
dogs, chips, drinks, watermelon, and ice cream.  
Everyone is invited, so come on out and have 
some fun.  They will also have door prizes to this 
evening.  

Trip to Kazakh-
stan 

 
There is a group 

from the church going 
to Kazakhstan to visit 
Chris Hena and help 
build toilet boxes for 
the village.  They will 
leave on August 23rd  
The cost of lumber for the boxes is outrageously priced.  
Each unit will cost $65.  If you would like to donate to-
wards this in part or whole, they would greatly appreci-

ate it.  Thank you so much! 
 
They are also going to take tooth brushes and 
toothpaste with them.  There is a basket in the 
sanctuary. 

 

UMW Library 
Attention UMW Members:  We have added 12 

new books in the UMW Library.  Please check the 
library in the parlor for new books to read.  Also 
please turn in your reading program list to Karen. 

Soup Labels 
 
The UMW is collecting soup labels.  
Please give your labels to Frances 
Brannon.  Thank you! 

 
Solo’s in the Month of August 

In August we will have different people singing 
solo’s or duets in the place of the Choir.  Since the 
Choir will be on vacation. 
August 1st Shannon Goretska 
August 8th Jo Johnson 
August 15th Gerald Reed 
August 22nd Mary Lou Shipley 
August 29th Michael Quigley & Robert Munoz 

 
It is always a pleasure to hear these folks sing.  

Thank you so much for your service to the church. 

UMY is FIM—F aith I n Motion 
 

Have you thought of how you might support 
our missionary team’s efforts in Kazakhstan?  
Well, you might purchase or ask your parents to 
purchase toothpaste or a toothbrush.  Is there any-
thing else youth can do?  Of course!  We can pray 
for those who are going and we could write a letter 
to a student in there, telling them a little about our 
church and how we are praying for them.  It might 
not seem like much, but it could mean a lot to peo-
ple who live so far away.  Who knows?  They 
might even write back!!! 

 
Be thinking about our next outing or fun event.  

That is just one of the things coming up.   We are 
working on the calendar and we need your help so 
next month we will have a list of stuff we are plan-
ning.  Be sure to check the bulletin board by the 
kitchen pantry for important dates and upcoming 
events.  Meanwhile, keep the faith! 

Ferris Heights is involved in the Central Texas Con-
ference 100th Anniversary October 23.  Have you pur-
chased your tickets yet?  Due to the size of this 
event, all online or mail-in registrations must be re-
ceived no later than October 1.  No tickets will be sold 
after the deadline.  There will be no walk-ins at the 
door.  More information is available online at 
www.ctc.org or in the church office.  It is also posted on 
the bulletin board in the hall.  We will have a display 
table with information about our church.  If you would 
like to help prepare the display, please call or come by 
the church office or let Pastor Jan know. 



 

 Wednesday July 28,  2010 

This month’s Sermon topics: 
 

Beginning August 1st:  Questions People Ask.       
Everyone has a question or two about faith.  In the 
next two sermons, we will look at two from the list of 
questions people have most frequently asked your pas-
tor.   

 
August 1 “Abraham and Isaac”    
  Genesis 22:1-14.  
August 8 “Why Is the Old Testament So  
  Violent?”  Joshua 6:20-21, 26-27 
 

Starting August 22  Forgiveness 
Jesus was clear in his teaching: He offers us God's for-
giveness and instructs us to forgive one another. Why 
is this so hard? What is it that makes us so unforgiving 
of ourselves and of each other?   This is one of the 
greatest issues we confront as human beings. How do 
we realistically extend and accept forgiveness? 
 
August 22 Ps 103:1-12 
 “As Far as the East Is from the West” 
August 29 Col 3:12-15 
 “Forgiveness and Marriage” 
Sept. 5  Matthew 18:15-19 
 “Forgiving Others” 
Sept. 12 Genesis 33:1-4 
 “Forgiving Families” 

 
During August we will have congregational hymn 

choice:  Be thinking what you would like to sing! 

Waco Prayer Conference 
Led by Jim Leggett 
 

Saturday August 7th from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
Hosted by FUMC Waco.  Jim is a Christ –follower 
and the founding pastor of Grace Fellowship UMC in 
Katy, TX.  It is the vision of Grace Fellowship to be 
a house of prayer for all nations.  The Conference 
title is “I don’t want to talk about prayer I want to 
ACTually PRAY.”  If you would like to attend, see 
Joyce McNeely.  There  is a flyer posted on the green 
bulletin board across from Friendship Classroom. 

Back to School  
Prayer Calendar 
 
The Back to School Prayer 
Calendar will be available 
in early August.  Look for 
your copy soon.  Thank you 
for turning in the names of 
your loved ones for the Back to School Prayer Cal-
endar.  Teachers start August 16th and school starts 
August 23rd. 

Committee Meetings: 
August 17th  Finance Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
 Church Council  7:00 p.m. 

 

Festival News 
 By Ruth Shugart 
 
October is just around the corner.  
The Festival will be here before  
you know it!  The Quilt Tickets 
have arrived.  The Quilt is named 
“Leone’s Window.”  Leone Reese 
has pieced the quilt and the 
Quilters of the church are currently 
quilting it.  See Sandra Bishop  or  Terri Fox for 
your tickets.  Also, the Festival committee. Has been 
meeting and needs your input.  If you have a new 
idea or recommendation please let Ruth Shugart 
know.  You may want to start planning your silent 
auction baskets, getting ideas for your baked goods, 
or start shopping for the country store and auction.  
The Festival will be on October 2nd this year.   

 

Back to School  
Prayer Vigil 
 
Your Intercessory Prayer Group is hosting a Back to 

School Prayer Vigil on August 
13th.  The Sanctuary will be 
open on this day from 7:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m.  Everyone is invited 
to come and pray for your loved 
ones as they begin their year in 
school.  Joyce McNeely has a 
sign up sheet in the narthex for 
you to sign up, if you would like 
to come and assist people during 
the prayer vigil.  You may also 
take this time to pray for the 

Back to School Children, Teachers and Support 
Staff. 

Ferris Heights is a Safe Sanctuary Church 
 Ferris Heights is committed to providing a safe and nurturing environment for our precious children.  
All church-sponsored activities are staffed by a minimum of  two trained adults.  All volunteers working  with 
children and youth are required to receive Safe Sanctuary Training and receive a background check. 

August 2010 

Ferris Heights Children’s Ministry 
                “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!”  Psalm 150:6 

August & September Acolyte Schedule 
 

8/1 Anthony & Felix Reina 
8/8 Clay Brown & Kenneth Milligan 
8/15 Gabe & Victoria Thibodeaux 
8/22 John Mark & Nicholas Goretska 
8/29 Anthony & Felix Reina 
9/5 Clay Brown & Kenneth Milligan 
9/12 Gabe & Victoria Thibodeaux 
9/19 John Mark & Nicholas Goretska 
9/26 Anthony & Felix Reina 
 

 If you are unable to attend worship on your 
assigned Sunday, please contact Chris Buse. 

Adventure Bible Study for Children 
Resumes September 8 
 Hey kids!  Join us on Wednesday, 
September 8, as Adventure Bible kicks off a new 
year.  Invite a friend and join us for a night of 
games and learning.    
 We will begin the new year with Movie 
Night in the movie room upstairs.  We will have 
popcorn and watch a video on the big screen TV. 
 Activities will rotate weekly.  Each month 
will kick off with craft night.  Also, one night a 
month, we will spend time in the computer/game 
room.  Other activities planned are music, bible 
stories, puppets, games, and much more.  
 Adventure Bible is for children, grades K-5.  
We meet upstairs in the Education Building every 
Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m.    Invite your friends 
and join us each week.  We look forward to a big 
crowd this fall! 

Church Nursery Schedule 
 Thank you to everyone who 
has so graciously stepped forward to 
volunteer to help in the nursery.   
Please remember to check the sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board outside the nursery. We will continue 
to need volunteers to help in the nursery during 
Sunday School and worship.      
 Our  nursery workers need to take Safe 
Sanctuary.  Please contact Chris Buse, if you need 
make arrangements to go through the training.   

Interested in Being an Acolyte? 
 Just what is it that acolytes do anyway?  
Acolytes serve an important role each week during 
worship.  They are much more than just persons 
who light the candles each week.  The flame they 
bring into worship is symbolic of the light of Christ. 
Acolytes help us welcome Christ into our worship 
service. 
 At the end of worship, the acolytes remind 
us that we are called to the be light of the world.  
They lead us in taking the light of Christ out into 
our communities and world.  
 All of our elementary children are invited to 
serve as acolytes.  If you would like to learn more 
about becoming an acolyte, please see Chris Buse. 

Adventure Saturdays for Kids. 
 

Movie Day  
August 21 
  On Saturday, August 21, 
Adventure Saturday heads to the 
movies. We will gather at the 
church at 11:00 a.m. and take the church van for 
lunch and the movie.  As show times become 
available, we will get more information to you.  
Bring your friends.  Cost: $5/person. 
 

Bowling Day  
September 18 
  Join us for a morning of bowling on 
Saturday, September 18.  We will meet at 10:00 
a.m. and return about 12:30 p.m.   Cost:  $5/person, 
includes bowling and a snack.   
 

Future Adventure Saturdays 
October 16 
November 20 

 


