
 

 

 

 We need to continue to update and brighten our house of worship.  Doing so doesn’t just make our buildings 
attractive it tells others that we really care.  It also says that we want to give our best to God. 
 We need to be witnessing.  This means getting to know other people, spending time with them, and 
accepting them where they are.  It is still true—personal contact helps more people accept the love that Christ has 
for them than anything else we can do. 
 Last but not least, we need to focus, really focus on our children. We have dedicated people willing to spend 
time and energy to share their love the love of Christ with our most precious resource.  We need to let others know 
and invite families to our activities.  Get them involved in what is going on.  If the families come, the children will 
too and oh what a difference we can make. 
 How we do it is up to us, but I believe we can do it!  We have everything we need.  We are a dedicated 
people whose desire is to serve our Lord.  God does not call us and then leave us alone.  God gives us what we need 
to do great things for him.  None of us is too young or too old.  Each of us has been called to serve and each of us 
has what we need to make Ferris Heights a beacon in our community and in our world. 
 
Blessed to be your pastor, 
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From the Pastor’s Desk… 
 
 Each year the President addresses Congress on the state of the Union.  
Broadcast across the country and indeed around the world, his message 
consists of looking at the past, the present, and planning for the future  
 I thought it might be good if I gave a State of Ferris Height’s report.  
We all need to know where we have been and where we are and where we 
are going.  We all of us need to be filled with hope and challenged as we 
face the future.  So, here goes— 
 Ferris Heights has come through a difficult year, but it has also been 
one of great accomplishment.  We have a beautiful, workable, easily 
accessed kitchen.  It was the result of years of careful planning and 
discussing.  The building of this wonderful facility was fashioned with love 
and is a tribute to all those who gave so generously to make it happen.   
 Another accomplishment this last year is the sale of the house on 617 
Brown.  Closing on the property allows us to do more ministry. 
 We also repaired the outside of the front of Wesley Hall.  It was in 
sad need of repair, and getting it fixed was a needed step that says we care 
about the place we worship.  God wants our best and the repair and clean-up 
of the church say come here to worship the Lord.   
 We had some challenges last year as well.  The economic downturn 
affected us all, and in turn the church suffered financially.  Despite this, we 
were able to reach out in mission in many ways.  We supported UMCOR, 
and we honored our covenant relationship with our missionary, Chris Hena.  
We sent money to Africa University, the Black College Fund, Aldersgate 
Enrichment Center, and made funds available to feed and clothes people 
around the world.  We also supported Waxahachie Care, Hope Clinic and 
our Conference Evangelist Mark Winter. 
 Faithful members who were dedicated to serving God by supporting 
their church and reaching out to the community and beyond have joined the 
church eternal.  We miss them and all they gave each one of us. 
 Where do we go from here?  We need to continue to reach out.  I 
would like to suggest that each one of us becomes involved in some hands 
on mission.  Perhaps that is something as simple as helping a neighbor when 
they need it.  Perhaps it is making something for someone else who is 
suffering.  Maybe it is going on a mission trip. I don’t know where God is 
calling you, but I want to encourage each of us to be in mission.  

From the Pastor’s Desk………                                    Continued………………………... 

Continued on the back where the label is. 



 

 

Calendar of Events 
 
Weekly recurring:  
 
Sunday School: Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Worship: Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
Youth: TBA 
Quilting: Monday, Wednesday 10:00 a.m. 
Exercise: Tuesday, Friday, 9:00 a.m.-10:00a.m. 
Spanish Class: Tuesdays, & Thursdays 6:00 p.m.  
Wed. Meal: Wednesday 6:00 p.m. 
Choir Practice: Wednesday Evening 6:30 p.m. 
Children’s Adventure: Wednesday 6:30 p.m. 

Angel Food pick up date is February 27th.    
March order date is March 10th. 

Golden Teens 
Please join us on February 17th for the Golden Teens 

Luncheon.  We would love to have you come for lunch 
on this day! 

Monthly:  
 

February 9  

Finance Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

Administrative Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.  

February 10 

Angel Food order due by noon. 

Wednesday Night Meal hosted by Fellowship Class—
Meatloaf (Sally’s recipe). 

February 14th  

Valentine Luncheon hosted by the D.O.C. 

Children to sing during worship service. 

February 15th  President’s Day, UMW 7:00p.m. 

February 16th Shrove Tuesday Dinner, 6:00p.m. 

February 17th Ash Wednesday. 

Golden Teens Luncheon, 11:30 a.m. 

Ash Wednesday Service, 12:30p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

No Wednesday night meal this evening. 

No Children’s Adventure Activities. 

Choir Practice will be after Ash Wednesday Service. 

February 20th Crafts Day/Children’s Adv. Sat. 

February 21st  

Flight Crew Team Meeting after Worship Service. 

February 24th  

Wednesday Night Meal -Mexican Fiesta Potluck 

   /Searchers. 

February 26th Laity Banquet at FUMC/Alvarado. 

February 27th 

Angel Food pick up, 10:00a.m. 

Work Day/Breakfast. 

February  
Joshua Adams 01 
Victoria Thibodeaux 01 
Frances Aday 03 
Benita Brown 03 
Wyman Harriman 04 
Samantha Almond 08 
Addison Vale 11 
Sue Adams 12 
Ginny Quigley 13 
Patsy Thompson 13 
Deborah Green 14 
Scott Green 15 
Cynthia Jennings  16 
Jeremy Woodard 20 
Shannon Goretska 22 
Leonard Limmer 22 
Amanda Rose 27 
Charles Adkins 28 
Chris Loftis 28 

Ferris Heights is a Safe Sanctuary Church 
 Ferris Heights is committed to providing a safe and nurturing environment for our precious children.  
All church-sponsored activities are staffed by a minimum of  two trained adults.  All volunteers working  with 
children and youth are required to receive Safe Sanctuary Training and receive a background check. 

February 2010 

Ferris Heights Children’s Ministry 
                “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!”  Psalm 150:6 

February Acolyte Schedule 
 

2/7 Gabe & Victoria Thibodeaux 
2/14 John Mark & Nicholas Goretska 
2/21 Clay Brown 
2/28 Gabe & Victoria Thibodeaux 
 

 If you are unable to attend worship on your 
assigned Sunday, please contact Chris Buse. 

Adventure Bible Study  
 Hey kids!  Join us on Wednesday evenings 
for Adventure Bible Study.    Adventure Bible is for 
children, grades 1-5. We meet upstairs in the 
Education Building each Wednesday evening, 6:30-
7:30.  We can always use extra adult hands.  You 
will enjoy spending time with our children.  
 
Adventure Bible Study 
Will Not Meet Ash Wednesday  
 On Wednesday, February 17, there will be 
no fellowship meal and Adventure Bible Study will 
not meet.  We encourage all of our children to 
attend Ash Wednesday worship.   
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Flight Crew Team Meeting 
 The Galactic Blast Flight Crew will meet 
Sunday, February 21, after worship.  We will share 
a light lunch together.  Bring sandwiches and chips 
to share and join us as we strategize and plan for 
blast off.  Vacation Bible School will be June 27-
July 2.   
 Come ready to share your ideas for making 
VBS a huge success again this year.  We still have 
vacancies for the flight crew.  Volunteer and join us 
for a great time.   

 

Nursery Volunteers Needed 
 Please remember to check the nursery 
volunteer sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
outside the nursery.  You may volunteer for either 
the Sunday School hour or the worship hour.  Our 
greatest need at the present is during the worship 
hour.   
 Safe Sanctuary guidelines requires two 
adults for every activity with children.  If you need 
more information about what you would be doing 
during your volunteer time, ask Chris Buse.  Or you 
can stop by the nursery and talk to Melanie Marrs, 
our regular nursery worker.  Melanie is wonderful 
with our children and has been working for us for 
many years.   
  A huge thank you goes out to all of our 
regular volunteers.  Thanks for loving our children! 

Adventure Saturdays for Kids 
 Each month our children are invited to join 
us for a Saturday of fun and friendship.  Activity 
costs are minimal.  Children are encouraged to 
invite their friends.   
 

 

Crafts Day 
February 20 
 Join us at the church on 
February 20, for a day of crafts. 
We have planned crafts that 

both boys and girls are sure to love.  Some of the 
children will be making small wooden boats.   
Participants can also choose from a variety of 
alternative projects.  Everyone is sure to find 
something that would enjoy making.   
 Adult volunteers are needed to assist with 
small tools.  Contact Chris Buse or Karen Lawton 
for more information.      
 

Future Adventure Saturdays 
March 20  
April 17  

 

March  
Dee Taylor 01 
Bruce Green 02 
Evan Colvin 05 
Rhiannon Mutulo 06 
Ruth Parten 06 
Brandon Hollabaugh 09 
Bryan Adlof 10 
Charlene McPherson 10 
Allysa Childs 11 
Tyler Milligan 12 
Sharon Weikleenget 12 
Alexis Carey 13 
Kathryn Harriman 13 
Katherine Brock 14 
Betty Campbell 14 
Brenda Cooke 15 
Fallon Vale 17 
Margurette Boren 18 
Macky Myers 19 
Dane Campbell 22 
Pat Moreland 22 
Pearl Choate 24 
Mattie Herndon 26 
Denny Spence 27 
Bill McNeely 28 
Charles Shugart 28 
Betty Davenport 29 
Elizabeth Norton 29 
 



 

 

Altar Flowers: 
 

 If you would like to place flowers at the 
altar on  Sunday mornings you may do so 
by contacting Sherry Wright or Shannon Goretska. These 
flowers can be placed in “Honor Of” or in “Memory Of” 
your loved ones.  Upon your request to Sherry or 
Shannon we will place a small note in the bulletin.  
Sherry Wright’s phone number is 214-566-2303. 
Shannon’s phone number is 972-825-2335. 

Paper Recycling 
 

Do not forget about the recycle bin located in park-
ing lot.  This is a wonderful way to dispose of junk 
mail, old magazines, newspapers and other paper 
products you normally throw 
away.  Encourage your 
friends and family to do 
the same.  Our numbers 
are low, so we need to add 
more paper to the dump-
ster.  Ferris Heights will be 
credited each time our dump-
ster is emptied.   

 

You are Invited to a  
Special Valentine Dinner 

 
A special Valentine Dinner 
will be held after worship 
service on February 14th.  
Mark you calendar now to 
attend this special Valen-
tine Celebration with your 
loved ones.  There will be 
no Wednesday Night meal 
on February 17th.   

 

Hosted by the D.O.C. Class 

Wednesday Night Meal Schedule: 
 

Feb. 10—Fellowship class/Meatloaf 
Special event on Sunday Feb. 14 Valentines 

meal after church—DOC  
Feb. 17—No Meal 

Feb. 24—Searchers/Mexican Fiesta 
March 3 Friendship 
March 10 Fellowship 

March 17 No Meal (Spring Break) 
March 24 Searchers 

March 31 No Meal (Holy Week) 

Young Adult Class 
 

Something new and 
exciting is happening at 
Ferris Heights……… 

A new class has been 
formed.  George Sr. & 
Karen Lawton will be 
leading the Young Adult 
Class.  To begin the class 
they will be studying 
“Mystery, Experiencing 
the Mystery of God”, by 
Paul E. Stroble.  The class 
will begin on January 
10th and will meet in 
Wesley Hall.   

 
  Great things are happening!!! 
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Child abuse keeps getting uglier and more severe. 

Recently a woman was arrested for killing her 3 
infants over a course of 17 months. Two of their 
corpses were found in containers under the porch; the 
third was found in a suitcase in brush 30 feet from the 
home. Investigators have not confirmed whether the 
babies were stillborn or born and then killed. 

 
Another woman was accused of beating her 

boyfriend’s 3-year-old son to death; she was angry at 
him for breaking a window in their apartment. 

 
A little 3-year-old girl was beaten with belts by her 

mother and the mother’s boyfriend. Then they held 
her head under water before killing her by throwing 
her down on the tile floor multiple times, causing two 
skull fractures—all this because she wouldn’t say 
“please” consistently. These aren’t isolated 
happenings. 

 
The Gingerbread House, Ellis County’s children’s 

advocacy center, conducted 155 forensic interviews 
on reportedly abused children in fiscal year 2007. In 
2009, that number jumped to 217, and so far in 2010, 
there have been 65 cases. These little ones don’t know 
who to turn to, or they’re afraid to tell anyone. Some 
are so accustomed to this lifestyle that they don’t 
understand they’re being abused. Most people don’t 
want to get involved, but if we don’t speak up for 
God’s children, who will? Have you noticed 
consistent bruises on a child, or maybe a once-
outgoing youngster who suddenly becomes shy and 
withdrawn (a common sign of sexual abuse)? Maybe 
you’ve heard loud noises and a child screaming in 
your neighbor’s house— don’t ignore these things. 
Which is worse: to be mistaken, or let a child be 
maimed mentally or physically for the rest of its life 
while you kept quiet? Report it to any local law 
enforcement officer. They know what to do. 

 
The Gingerbread House is always looking for 

volunteers to help greet family members and entertain 
the children while they wait to be interviewed. Are 
you willing to serve God every once in awhile by 
playing “grandma” to these kids, and giving them an 
hour’s worth of love in the safe environment of 
Gingerbread House? A day of free training and a 
security background will prepare you for the task. 
Their phone number is 972 937-1870. Ask for Teresa. 

 
He (Jesus) took a little child and had him stand 

among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to them, 
“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my 
name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does 
not welcome me but the one who sent me. 

Mark: 9:36, 37. 

Chris Hena  
 
Missionary, Chris Hena will be here April 25th at 
6:00 p.m.  Please join us this evening for a special ser-
vice and a reception.  Mark your calendars now! 

Shrove Tuesday Evening Meal 
 
Please join us Tuesday February 16th for Shrove Eve-
ning meal.  We will begin at 6:00 p.m. 

Living Lord’s Supper 
 
If you are interested in being a Disciple in the Living 
Lord’s Supper, please contact David Lundeen. 

 



 

 

UMW  
The UMW will meet February 15th.  
7:00 p.m. 

 

Thank You! 
 A special thank you to the 

worship leaders and scripture 
readers for January: Robert 
Munõz, Frances Brannon, Betty 
Campbell, Annie Johnson and 
Joyce McNeely.  Thank you so 
much! �

Thank you! 
 

Thank you to Mike 
Hebrank and Richard 
Moir for installing the 
water line and filter to 
the new coffee maker.  
Great job!!! 

I would like to say thank you to 
everyone who contributed to the 
Health Kit Drive for Haiti Relief. 
You have given money, items for 
the kits, and maybe most valu-
able..your time. We did end up 
with 62 completed kits, numer-

Health Kits 
Ferris Heights sent 62 Health Kits to  
Sager Brown Depot/UMCOR 

T-Shirts Available: 50% off Sale Price  
 

We have several T-Shirts available for purchase.  The 
sizes available are: 

Adult L (1) 
Adult XL (5) 
Adult 2XL (1) 

 
The are grey polo shirts with the Cross and Flame 

United Methodist Logo on them.  We had originally 
sold the shirts for $20.00 now we are asking $10.00 for 
the sizes above.  The T-Shirts are in the office. 

Waxahachie District Laity Banquet 
 
The guest speaker at the District Laity Banquet will be 
Victor (Piano) Hernandez who received the New-gate 
Award at the last Annual Conference. Victor, who now 
lives in Joshua, came to Christ through the Kairos 
ministry while in prison and has now dedicated his life, 
particularly, to prison ministry.  Please let Pastor Jan or 
the office know by February 17th.  The Banquet is 
February 26th at FUMC/Alvarado, the price is $15.00. 

ATTENDANCE 
 

Jan 17 85 
Jan 24 73 
Jan 31 81 
Feb 7th 82 

Pictured above with the health kits:  
 Rev. Jan Baldwin, Bill McNeely, Richard Moir and 

Joyce McNeely 

  

Shannon Goretska made Mexican Stewed Chicken for 
Wed. Night Meal on January 27th.  She had several people 
asking for the recipe. She would like to share the recipe 
with you.  It makes a 3x5 card when you cut it out. 

In Christ’s Joy & Hope 
Rev. Don Scott 

District Superintendent 

January 12, 2010 

ous items left over that were sent as bulk sup-
plies, the $124 necessary for toothpaste and 
shipping. The grand total value was over 
$900.00.  
This is just another example of how connec-
tional giving by United Methodist adds up. 
UMCOR/Sager Brown has received over 
90,000 kits.  The children and I prayed over 
our 62 for blessings and relief for those who 
receive them.  
Yes, the children helped too. Thank you. God 
bless you all.  Joyce McNeely 

Work Day/Breakfast 
February 27th 

 
Please join us on February 27th 
for a Work Day.  Ann Moir 
and Wes Wright are planning 
on having pancakes, bacon, 
sausage, eggs, and all the trim-

mings, to begin the day.  
We would love to have 
everyone come.  Bring 
your tools. 
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Congratulations!!! 
Sally Baker 
 
Sally will be joining the Conference 
team as the Education and 
Interpretation Mission Coordinator 
for UMW.   Way to go! 

Thank You! 
 

 Thank you to Hal Myers and 
W y m a n 
Harriman for all 
the work you 
have done on the 
computer lab 

upstairs.  If you have not been 
upstairs lately you might want to 
take a peek at the new changes to 
the computer lab.  Thank you 
again!�
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Thank You! 
 

 The Choir and 
Dawn are really 
enjoying the new 
piano given to the 
c h u r c h 
a n o n y m o u s l y .  
Thank you so much!�

 

 


