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201D A Year of Growth

2012 is a New Year full of promise and hope if we look toward building our
relationships with God and one another. This month of January is one of
transition. Committees and groups are orienting new members and coordinating
plans and schedules. Our congregation relies on capable leadership to inspire
and motivate us to faithful service here in our community and around the world.
These |l eaders have answered the call
for the transformation of the world. They need your input so that we can carry
out effective ministries. In the center of the newsletter you will find our
leadership list and a brief summary of the responsibilities of each committee.

In this transition we also take a look back at our strengths and our challenge:
in order to move forward and discern how we will address the opportunities
before us. What | want to share wit
end reports which are being submitted to the conference and general church.

First of all, as your pastor, | thank God for the privilege of serving here at
Ferris Heights United Methodist Church. Since my appointment in February
2011, | have experienced a warm congregation with a willing spirit and much
potential. This congregation has numerous strengths. Our worship attendance
has been stable throughout the year and is showing some increase. We have ¢
strong Sunday School program. Sunday School attendance is consistently over
two-thirds our worship attendance. Though our weekly numbers of children and
youth may be small, we have committed resources and leadership not only for
Sunday morning but for Sunday evening youth and awnede k c hi | dr e
study. For adults there are additional small group opportunities: UMW, choir,
Golden Teens, and Tuesday morning Bible study. We have active representatia
in area Emmaus gatherings and walks.

This is a generous church, not only in terms of money but of other resources
For 2011 we met our financial obligations to pay the bills, apportionments, fair
share giving, and missionary support. When a HVAC unit failed this summer,
your second mile giving allowed us to replace two units and upgrade the system
to make it more efficient. You gave generously of money and material donations
to | ocal mi ssion efforts | ike Waxahsze
Day of School, Hope Clinic, as well as to special offerings on communion
Sundays. Sunday School classes also supported other local and global mission
efforts. You sent a team of eleven on the summer youth mission trip to build
wheel chair ramps in the Killeen area.

You are an open church. You support the community by allowing various
groups to use our facilities for Habitat for Humanity, scouting events; weekly

NA and NAMI support groups; Phoenix Reparatory Players,
Pastords Column continued



